Our reality is defined, in part, by a propaganda
struggle. OPropagandaO here should not be
understood as a singular term, since this
propaganda struggle results from various
competing propagandas in the plural. Various
performances of power each aim to construct
reality according to their interests, resulting in
overlapping claims that shape the arena of the
contemporary.! What visual forms are taken by
these manifold propagandas and the realities
they aim to create? What kind of artistic
morphologies and cultural narratives does the
propaganda (art) struggle bring about?
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1. A Specter Haunting Europe (and the
Jonas Staal World)
In late July 2018, Steve Bannon B former

P rO pag an d a, campaign manager and advisor to Donald Trump

b announced the creation of a new Brussels-
(A rt) Str u g g | e based foundation that will aim to become a

right-wing OalternativeO to George SorosOs Open
Society Foundation.2 The new foundation, which
Bannon has ominously tited OThe Movement,O
will offer polling, messaging, and data-based
targeting services to the ultranationalist and alt-
right parties and platforms that are trying to
dismantle the European Union from within: from
Geert WildersOs Freedom Party in the
Netherlands and Marine Le PenOs National Rally
(formerly National Front) in France, to The
League in Italy and Alternative for Germany. Once
again, a specter is haunting Europe D but this
time, itOs the specter of what DIEM25 has termed
the ONationalist International.03
EEEEEEEEEEBannonOs new organization can tell us a lot
about the meaning of OpropagandaO today.
Essentially, propaganda can be defined as a
performance of power, meaning that propaganda
aims to enact infrastructures P political,
economic, mass-media, and military b that
shape reality according to a specific set of
interests. Thus propaganda does not just aim to
send a message; it aims to construct reality as
such. This is what Noam Chomsky and Edward
Herman, in their analysis of propaganda from the
late eighties, defined as Omanufacturing of
consentO: the process of establishing a
normative reality that conforms to specific
interests of elite power.# In this light, we can say
that the Nationalist International is currently
manufacturing consent both politically and
culturally. The established conservative liberal
parties of today speak like the extreme right of
the nineties, yet this is considered the Onew
normalO in comparison to the even more extreme
standpoints of the extreme right of the extreme
right. This is how propaganda works: what is
considered as the norm is reestablished. A new
reality is constructed through manufacturing
consent, where what was once unacceptable is
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Digital study with stills from BannonOsEGeneration ZeroEgZOlO).ESteve Bannon: A Propaganda Retrospective, StudyE(2018). Image: Jonas Staal and Remco
van Bladel. Produced by Het Nieuwe Instituut, Rotterdam E

Jonas Staal, Architectural model of Biosphere 2, 2018. Installation view ofESteve Bannon: A Propaganda Retrospective (2018),EHet Nieuwe
Instituut, Rotterdam. Photo: Nieuwe Beelden Makers.E
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